“Why I deserve an A…”
Your task today is to write a letter to your future self.  You are writing a letter that you will read again in December and it gives you a chance to create a vision for yourself as a scholar and student in this course.  So often we just think that “an A” is a result of getting all the points in a course.  I submit that “an A” is reflective of the fact that you pushed yourself and grew as a student in this course.

But perhaps “an A” means something more or something different to you.  That is the point of this exercise.  Give yourself a vision of what it means to be a scholar in YOUR eyes.  You will look at this again in December and evaluate yourself on those goals set forth today.

You should date the letter with today’s date…address the letter to Mr. Barikmo…and begin the letter with the following prompt:

“I deserve an A in this course because…”

Please note that I am NOT simply “giving” you this grade, but your evaluation of yourself in December WILL be included as a small portion of the final grade.  You are asked to write about your goals for learning in this course.  What do intend to achieve at the end of this term?  What are your benchmarks for learning in my class?  How do you want to grow as a result of this course?

You will be given this letter at the end of the term and asked to evaluate where you were and where you ended.  This will be a chance to self-evaluate your performance for this course.  You are expected to take this seriously, as you will rewrite your letter until you do.

Please use the examples on this page to get an idea of what I am expecting you to write in your letter.

Remember you are writing this as if it were the last day of the course and you are looking back.  This is an exercise in goal setting for the course and for your learning.  Turn in your letter to the Sub at the end of the hour.
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dear Mr. Zander,

 got my “A” because I became a great gardener to build my own
sarden of life. Till last year I was intimidated, judgmental, neg-
itive, lonely, lost, no energy to do what-so-ever, loveless, spirit-

hopeless, emotionless . . . endless. What I thought so miser-

who loves myself, therefore music, life, people, my work,
n miseries. I love my weeds as much as my unblossomed
't wait for tomorrow because I'm in love with today,
and reward . . . what can be better?

Sincerely,
Soyan Kim

year of the L Y
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s another one of the A letters written by a young
- player who entered wholeheartedly into the game,

ng perfectly its playfulness, while addressing in the process
oine of the most serious issues facing performers in a culture of
measurement and competition.

Next May

- Dearest Teacher Mr. Zander;

eceived my grade A because I worked hard and thought hard
out myself taking your class, and the result was absolutely
wdous. I became a new person. I used to be so negative

' for almost everything even before trying. Now I find
“happier person than before. I couldn’t accept my mis-
 about a year ago, and after every mistake I blamed myself,
I enjoy making mistakes and I really learn from these
In my playing I have more depth than before. 1 used
notes, but, now, I found out about the real meaning
ces, and I could play with more imagination. Also [
p value. I found myself so special person, because |
if I believe myself I can do everything. Thank you
s and lectures because that made me realize

I am and also the clear reason why I play

Sincerely,
Esther Lee

er focuses her gaze on the per-

B the vaice in her head




